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Chiang Mai University 

Chiang Mai, Thailand 

Updated July 2017 

 

General Information 

This site accepts DO and DPM students.  They may also accept students from other programs.  
If you are in another program and interested in this site, please contact the Department of 
Global Health (globalhealth@dmu.edu) for more information.  They can accept only 4 DMU 
students per year in total.  Although beneficial, knowledge of Thai language is not required for 
this rotation as all the medical records and charts (everything written) is in English at the 
hospital.  Spoken communication at the hospital is in Thai, but doctors, staff, or residents are 
usually able to translate. 
 
Visa 

No Visa is required for U.S. citizens traveling to Thailand, if you will stay less than 30 days.  You 

will need to have at least 6 months of validity left on your passport and show a return plane 

ticket (leaving Thailand).  If your rotation will be longer than 30 days, you will need to extend 

the time limit at the Thai Immigration Bureau office for a fee of 1,900 baht (approximately US 

$56).  More information can be found here: https://th.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/thai-

visas-americans/ 

Site Information/ Health Care Environment 

This rotation is at Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital, which is the teaching hospital for 

Chiang Mai University.  The hospital has approximately 1,500 beds and has multi-specialty 

departments including orthopedics, general surgery, emergency medicine, oncology, 

cardiology, infectious disease, internal medicine, neonatology, obstetrics and gynecology.  
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Students are assigned to a department and team up with the respective medical students, residents and 

faculty.   

Chiang Mai University website: http://www.cmu.ac.th/en/index.php 

Contact Information 

Site Coordinator 
Ms. Kanokwan Srisongmueang 

Office of Student Affairs 

Faculty of Medicine Chiang Mai University 

P:  +665-394-5271 

Jeenzy_jeenzy@hotmail.com 

In case of emergency – phone numbers are listed below: 
Emergency/Police: 1155; Ambulance: 1554 
U.S. Embassy (Ask for American Citizen Services): 02-205-4000 
DMU Emergency phone line which is answered 24 hrs./7 days a week 1-515-271-1471 
 

Estimated Costs 

The main cost for this rotation is the airfare.  Round trip airfare from Des Moines to Chiang Mai 

is approximately $1000-$1500.  If you fly from larger cities in the U.S., the cost may be cheaper.  

Once you arrive in Chiang Mai, this rotation is relatively inexpensive.  Chiang Mai University 

provides dormitory-style housing at no charge.  The university waives the elective tuition fees 

due to our agreement with them.  Your only expenses should be airfare, transportation around 

Chiang Mai (many things are within walking distance), food and (optional) souvenirs and 

excursions. 

Money  

The currency of Thailand is the baht (฿).  US $1.00 is equal to approximately ฿33.5.  All major 

Thai banks have several branches throughout Chiang Mai, and most are open from 8:30am to 
3:30pm.  In the popular tourist areas, such as the Chiang Mai Night Bazaar, Tha Phae Gate and 
Moon Muang Road, you’ll find ATMs and bank-operated places to exchange money open as late 
as 8pm. 
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Accommodations 

The university provides air-conditioned dormitory-style housing in the residence halls for 

international students at no charge.  These accommodations also have free Wi-Fi.    

Cell phones/Wi-Fi 

If you want to use your U.S. cell phone in Thailand, you should research international plans with 

your cell phone provider.  For example; Verizon has a plan that charges $10/day to use your 

regular data, calling and text and you only get charged for the days you use it but you must 

activate the plan on their website before you leave.  The accommodations provided by the 

university have free Wi-Fi.  

Cultural/Safety Considerations 

Please see link below for some information about Thai culture: 

http://www.thaizer.com/thailand-dos-and-donts/ 
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